Event Summary:  “Lawyering Beyond Borders: A Window Into the Practice of International Criminal Law at the International Criminal Court and Other International Tribunals” 
 

On Friday, October 21, 2011, international lawyers Raymond Brown and Wanda M. Akin Brown presented a lecture entitled “Lawyering Beyond Borders: A Window Into the Practice of International Criminal Law at the International Criminal Court and Other International Tribunals.” The event was held at the New York City Bar Association and was sponsored by the Committee on African Affairs, Committee on International Human Rights, Committee on International Law, and the Vance Center.  
 

Both speakers have amassed considerable experience in the field of international criminal law and international humanitarian law, representing victims before the International Criminal Court (ICC), and representing accused before the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY).  They teach at Seton Hall University School of Law, lecture widely, and co-founded the International Justice Project, an organization which advances human rights through the rule of law.  More information about the speakers and their initiatives can be found at: http://www.internationaljusticeproject.com/. 
 

The speakers recounted their experiences representing war crimes accused at the ICTY and the Special Court of Sierra Leone (SCSL), and representing victims associations before the ICC. They outlined the seven “country situations” currently being litigated at the ICC, and detailed the unique features of the law applied at international and hybrid criminal tribunals, noting that the law and legal practice at the international level often differs from domestic law and practice. Some of these differences include different evidentiary and hearsay standards, political and diplomatic aspects of international legal practice, and narrative and testimonial challenges posed by traumatized witnesses.  The speakers outlined various features of the ICC, including the right to victim participation, a historic element in the structure of a criminal court. The speakers also outlined the modes of liability used at international criminal tribunals, including the doctrine of “command responsibility” and “joint criminal enterprise.”
During the question and answer session following their lecture, the speakers offered advice to 
those interested in pursuing a career in international criminal law, and fielded a question about judges' discretion in permitting victim participation at the ICC.
By:  David Mandel-Anthony, Member of the African Affairs Committee
